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“Helping people to be good stewards of all that has been entrusted to them.” 
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Preparing for the  
Unexpected… 

and the Eventual 
By Stephen C. Hartnett, J.D., LL.M. 

American Academy of Estate Planning Attorneys 

 

All of us face difficulties and tragedies in our lives. Some of these 
difficulties are expected and some are unexpected. 2020 has been a 
year of many unexpected difficulties. While all of us get sick from 
time to time, nobody anticipated the COVID-19 pandemic. Over 9 
million Americans have caught the disease, resulting in the deaths 
of over 230,000 Americans. 

Apart from coronavirus, there are many unexpected tragedies, such 
as 795,000 Americans suffering a stroke each year, according to 
the CDC. Another 805,000 Americans experience a heart attack 
each year, according to the CDC. Additionally, automobile accidents 
claim about 39,000 lives in the United States annually and injure 
many more. 

Further, there are many lesser-known ways to face tragedy or 
death. An example is an amoeba that can eat the brain. While rare, 
the amoeba can come from the soil or water and can be lethal.  

Few of us know exactly when or how we will face tragedy or death. 
But we know that we are all mortal and so we know we will face 
death eventually. 

We may not be able to protect ourselves from everything, but we 
can prepare now for whatever might happen. Do your estate plan-
ning now. That way, when tragedy strikes, you’ll be prepared. If 
you’re prepared, it will be much easier for your loved ones. 

 



 

INSPIRATIONAL  

QUOTES 

 

Celebrate endings, 

for they precede 

new beginnings. 

 

 

You’ll never get 

bored when you try 

something new. 

There’s really no 

limit to what you 

can do. 

 

 

You are never to 

old to set another 

goal or to dream a 

new dream. 

 

 

The best is yet to 

come. 

To prepare, consider: 

A Property Power of Attorney in which 
you appoint someone, your “Agent,” to 
handle your property if you are unable to 
do so yourself. 

A Healthcare Power of Attorney in which 
you appoint an Agent to make medical 
decisions for you, if you are unable to 
make those decisions for yourself. 

A HIPAA power which gives people 
whom you designate, such as your 
Agent, access to your protected health 
information. 

A Revocable Trust to allow management 
of assets during life and at death. Such a 
trust allows the avoidance of the delays 
and expense of probate, which vary from 
state to state. Through this trust and the 
PourOver Will discussed below, you can 
spell out how you want your assets dis-
tributed to your beneficiaries to help 
them the most. 

A PourOver Will which sends any re-
maining assets to the Revocable Trust at 
your death and nominates guardians for 
any minor children. 

Once you have all your ducks in a row, 
you’ll be ready for whatever life has in 
store for you, even a year like 2020! 

 

 

Be Safe and Be Kind To Each Other! 

 

 

Estate Planning 
New Year’s 

Resolutions: 

 

 

• Update Your  
Will or Living Trust 

• Update Your  
Power of Attorney 

• Fund Your Trust and/or 
Review Title 

• Review Your Beneficiaries 

• Inventory Your Assets 

• Tell Your Friends about  
Pyke & Associates! 

We Wish You And Yours The 
Happiest of New Years! 



If 2020 has taught us anything, it’s that we should 
always expect, and be prepared for, the unex-
pected. That is especially true for financial markets 
this year, as equities experienced some of the 
greatest volatility of our lives, with a 35% decline in 
February and March for the S&P 500, followed by a 
sharp rally higher through the remainder of the 
year, bringing markets to all-time highs.  

The COVID-19 pandemic came out of nowhere, 
with the world wholly unprepared to deal with a dis-
ease of this magnitude and our collective memory 
of the Spanish Flu in 1918 the closest comparison. 
With shutdowns initially undertaken by govern-
ments around the globe, investors fled to the safety 
of gold, US government bonds, and cash.  

Taking lessons from the Global Financial Crisis of 
2008, the Federal Reserve and Congress took swift 
action to prevent another depression, unleashing 
trillions of dollars into the financial system and 
providing a backstop for US businesses and con-
sumers. Confidence subsequently returned for in-
vestors, with what started as a trickle turning into a 

flood of cash moving back into risk assets as the 
economy proved resilient. Promising treatments 
and vaccines developed at lightning speeds provid-
ed another shot in the arm of optimism. Finally, a 
contentious US election that had left lingering un-
certainty concluded in a relatively seamless transi-
tion, further eroding volatility.  

So where do we go from here? Looking ahead to 
2021, we anticipate a continuation of the rebound in 
growth to support risk assets, particularly those 
most sensitive to a recovery. Small company 
stocks, cyclicals, industrials, and even financials 
could take market leadership from those firms that 
have dominated the past several years, namely, 
large mega-cap technology firms.  

Meanwhile, valuations on the overall market appear 
stretched, with traditional metrics like the price to 
earnings ratio well above historical norms. Counter-
ing the exuberance, bond yields remain near record 
lows, anchored by the Federal Reserve’s short-
term borrowing rate at 0% and quantitative easing 
through ongoing bond purchases.  

Review Your Investments!  
Get A Second Opinion! 

 

If you are not an SFA client and would like us to 
analyze your current portfolio, e-mail Traci 
Carver to schedule an appointment. 

Traci.Carver@ceteraadvisors.com  

345 Corporate Center Court  ●  Stockbridge, GA 30281  ●  770.507.0025  ●  stewardshipfinancialadv.com 

Securities and advisory services offered through Cetera Advisors LLC, member FINRA/SIPC, a broker/ dealer and a Registered Investment Advis-
er, but Stewardship Financial Advisors, LLC does not participate in Cetera Advisors LLC Advisory Platform.  Cetera is under separate ownership 
from any other named entity.  The views are those of Stewardship Financial and should not be construed as investment advice. All economic and 
performance information is historical and not indicative of future results.  Additional risks are associated with international investing, such as cur-

rency fluctuations, political and economic stability and differences in accounting standards.   Investors cannot directly invest in indices. Past perfor-
mance does not guarantee future results. 
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“Financial freedom 

is a mental, emo-

onal, and educa-

onal process.” 

- Robert Kiyosaki 

 

 

It’s not about hav-

ing lots of money. 

It’s knowing how to 

manage it. 

- Anonymous 

 

 

“If you are born 

poor it’s not your 

fault. But if you die 

poor it’s your 

fault.” 

- Bill Gates 

If low rates allow for higher prices 
on equities with nowhere else to 
make a reasonable return, we re-
main confident stocks can maintain 
their higher prices under the current 
regime. Looking further out into the 
years that follow, we expect many 
of the trends that were underway 
prior to COVID to continue and ac-
celerate, with rapid advances in in-
formation technology, automation, 
clean energy, and healthcare to 

lead the way in economic growth.  

Firms that drive innovation and 
prove adaptable in different eco-
nomic environments will continue to 
flourish and be rewarded by inves-
tors. Of particular interest to our firm 
are opportunities outside the US to 
invest in companies that are har-
nessing the next generation of 
growth in emerging markets and 
that are valued at significant dis-
counts to their American counter-
parts. With a potential ratcheting-
down of trade tensions globally, it 
may finally be time for overseas 
markets to play catch up to the US.  

By no means is COVID behind us, 
but reasons to be hopeful it will be 
under control in 2021 abound. Per-
manent changes in the way we live, 
work, travel, and approach 
healthcare are likely, as well as sig-

nificant scarring to the labor force. 
The dynamism of America and en-
trepreneurs globally continue to 
overcome adversity, even in unusu-
al and challenging circumstances.  

Ultimately, maintaining a long-term 
perspective is paramount during 
times like these, and we encourage 
everyone to take personal responsi-
bility by remaining focused on what 
they can control – that their financial 

sustainability stays on track. As we 
often preach, your investments are 
only one component of a healthy 
financial plan, and largely unpredict-
able in the short-term.  

If you or a loved one would like us 
to review a portfolio to discuss the 
underlying exposures and potential 
opportunities for improvement, 
please give our office a call. And for 
ongoing updates to our outlook and 
portfolios, please read Stewardship 
Financial Advisor’s weekly newslet-
ter, The Pulse at: 

www.stewardshipfinancialadv.com/
pulse  

FINANCIAL WISDOM  



LAUGH  
FACTORY 

 

A mom sends a text: 

“Hi son, what does 

IDK, LY, and TTYL 

mean?” 

The son texts back: 

“I Don’t Know, Love 

You, Talk To You 

Later.” 

The mom replies: 

“It’s ok. Don’t worry 

about it. I’ll ask your 

sister. Love you too! 

 

 

A new boy at school 

introduces himself: 

“My father’s name is 

‘LAUGHING’ and my 

mother’s name is 

‘SMILING’” 

Teacher: You must be 

kidding. 

Boy: No, that’s my 

brother. I’m JOKING. 

Pyke Family News 

 

 
Charles and Lane enjoyed visiting Chad and Tori in Portland, 

Maine at the end of September. They visited New Hampshire 
and saw gorgeous fall colors! Always fun to be with family!  

Coping With COVID 

W e appreciate everyone being so very flexible during this 
pandemic. Our lives have adjusted in many ways, as has 

the way that we conduct business. We have adjusted to using  
video conferencing when necessary and have enjoyed our 
meetings even though we could sometimes not meet in person.   
Masks continue to be provided to those who want them, as well 
as regular cleanings of our meeting rooms, in order to serve our 
clients in the best way possible! 



GREAT Opportunities for LEARNING! 

Taxes in Retirement 
 

Peachtree City 
Tuesday, January 26th 

Stockbridge 
Tuesday, February 23rd 

 

Your Choice of a Complimentary  
Lunch or Dinner 

11:30AM or 6:30PM 

Estate Planning Seminar 
 

Peachtree City 
Jan 19th or Jan 21st 

Stockbridge 
Feb 9th or Feb 11th 

 

Your Choice of a Complimentary  
Lunch or Dinner 

11:30AM or 6:30PM 

To RSVP Call 770-507-2500,ext.2 or Register Online at www.cpyke.com 

To RSVP Call 770-507-0025,ext.2 or Register Online at www.stewardshipfinancialadv.com 



We are taking special steps concerning the COVID-19 pandemic in our offices 

• We regularly clean 
surfaces of  
meeting rooms. 

• We wash our hands 
before meetings and 
encourage clients to 
wash their hands  
beforehand as well. 

• We wear masks upon request  
of any visitor or client. 

• Only essential personnel are a 
part of each meeting.  

• Others keep their distance. 

Your safety and health are important to us! 
So we take these and other precautions  

to serve our clients in the best way possible. 



PYKE & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
G’ E P  E L C

 

A M   P F  F 

 
340 C C C, S, GA 30281   

770-507-2500  |  .. 

 

**NEW SEMINAR** 

TAXES IN RETIREMENT 

Laugh Factory 

 
All Puns Intended 

 
 
 

• Coffee has a rough time at our house. 
It’s mugged every morning.  

• What do you call a bee born in America? 
USB. 

• Time flies like an arrow. 
Fruit flies like a banana. 

• Geology rocks 
But Geography is where it’s at. 

• I want to be cremated. 
It’s my last chance for a smokin’ hot body. 


